New Milford Board of Education &
Committee on Learning Meeting Minutes *

Mr. Joseph Failla
Mr. Brian McCauley
Mrs. Leslie Sarich

o
October 5, 2021 g
Sarah Noble Intermediate School Library Media Center (erhs <
) ! =
Present: Mrs. Tammy McInerney, Chairperson : '

—

[}

<O

Also Present: | Ms. Alisha DiCorpo, Superintendent of Schools
Ms. Holly Hollander, Assistant Superintendent
Ms. Karen Bosco, Data Coach

AT

1. Call to Order Call to Order

The meeting of the New Milford Board of Education
Committee on Learning was called to order at 7:34
p.m. by Mrs. Mclnerney.

2. Public Comment Public Comment

o There was none.

3 Presentation Presentation

e Mrs. Mclnemey welcomed Mrs. Sarich to her
first meeting of the committee.

A. | 2020-2021 School Year Reflections: Growth and A. 2020-2021 School Year
Opportunities Reflections: Growth and

Opportunities
e Assistant Superintendent Holly Hollander and

Ms. Karen Bosco, Data Coach, presented the
New Milford Public Schools 2020-21
Assessment Results. The presentation is
attached to these minutes.

e Ms. Hollander said data reflects the challenges
presented by learning in the pandemic. Due to
the variety of learning models: in-person,
hybrid, remote, comparisons are made to
District Reference Group D districts that most
consistently identified as a hybrid learning
model which is the model New Milford used.
The trend in district over time is also reviewed.

e Ms. Hollander discussed the many different
assessments students have which include
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universal screeners, state assessments, and
classroom assessments. The goal is to use all
the data to draw conclusions about student
learning and instruction.

e Ms. Bosco said that the Smarter Balanced
assessment was not given in 2020 but was
given in 2021 so there are no growth levels to
review due to the lack of available comparison.
There was a decrease throughout the state
which was expected somewhat due to stresses
of the pandemic. New Milford ranks 1.3%
below state average in ELA Meeting or
Exceeding and 4.4% below state average in
Math.

e Mr. Failla asked why Math was so much lower.

e Mrs. Sarich suggested that Math support is
especially difficult for remote/hybrid students.

o Ms. Bosco agreed that it may be hard to be
supported during remote/hybrid because
today’s math is very different from how parents
learned.

e Ms. DiCorpo said 2018/19 showed significant
growth. We were on a path of growth before
the pandemic, now we just need to get back
there. Added interventionists and coordinators
will lend support.

e Ms. Hollander said they are reviewing
curriculum and instruction as well.

e Mrs. Sarich noted the low math scores at the
middle school level. She asked if it is reflective
of the SMS teachers.

® Ms. DiCorpo said curriculum is the focus. The
teachers, coaches, and administrative team have
been working to align the core standards with
each course moving away from a focus on a
program that had been used in the past. The
group also recognizes that this is the first time
students can experiment with different levels of
math and have been reviewing prerequisite
skills. All teachers have had access to coaches
and receive support via explicit feedback from
their administrators through the evaluation
process which is focused on growth and
support.
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Mr. Failla asked about assessment for math
beyond grade 8 since Smarter Balanced stops at
grade 8.

Ms. DiCorpo said they are investigating
continuity of testing and that may come up at
budget time. The PSAT is used as a measure
now.,

Mr. Failla is concerned with any impact to
STEM and other studies.

Ms. Hollander said the data coach is meeting
with the high school department chair to focus
on this.

Ms. Bosco said she is meeting with all
administrators and coordinators to inform them
of the data. They are establishing data teams for
further review.

Science results were reviewed. Ms. DiCorpo
said they are reviewing the amount of time
spent on science as well as Social Studies at the
lower levels, as well as what they are covering
and when.

Mr. Failla said his takeaway is that science
scores are okay but math is out of balance.

Mr. McCauley suggested that anything we are
looking at from last year should be taken with a
grain of salt due to the pandemic.

Regarding the SAT, Mr. Failla said he believes
there is a nationwide move away from the test
in relation to college admissions.

Ms. DiCorpo said that CT requires it be given
during the day and that counselors discuss
specific college admission requirements with
students.

MTr. Failla said he thinks we over test students
and that there is too much teaching to the test
versus teaching to learn.

Ms. DiCorpo said we are teaching to standards
not to tests in these assessments.

Mrs. Sarich asked if SBAC is mandated.

Ms. DiCorpo said yes, as well as Science and
SAT.

Mrs. Sarich asked what happens if they are not
done. Does the district lose funding?

Ms. DiCorpo said she doesn’t know if it is tied
to funding but there is a required district
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participation rate. There is no unilateral opt out
for the district.

e Ms. DiCorpo said almost all districts in CT
have a universal screener. It helps determine
how much growth is possible and makes goals
attainable.

e Ms. Bosco says the assessment is used to drive
instruction and provides very valuable data.

e Regarding Advanced Placement, district
participation is up showing students have more
access.

e Mrs. Mclnerney asked if it was true that
students must take the test to get AP credit and
Ms. DiCorpo said that ts correct.

e Mors. Mclnerney said some students are just not
good test takers and doing poorly is not
necessarily a reflection of what they
learned/know.

e Mrs. Sarich said there is value in taking AP
classes prior to college.

o Ms. Hollander discussed next steps to assist
with student instruction and to provide
actionable feedback to students.

4, Public Comment

& There was none.

Public Comment

5. Adjourn

Mr. McCauley moved to adjourn the meeting at
8:45 p.m. seconded by Mrs. Sarich and passed
unanimously.

Adjourn

Motion made and passed
unanimously to adjourn the
meeting at 8:45 p.m,

Respectfully submitted:

M—\%

Tammy Mclnemey, Chairperson
Committee on Learning
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