New Milford Board of Education

Committee on Learning Meeting Minutes
November 1, 2022 -
Sarah Neble Intermediate School Library Media Center '
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Present: Mrs. Tammy Mclnemey, Chairperson N =
Mr. Brian McCauley G <
Mrs. Leslie Sarich : ,,rch' Y
Mrs. Olga 1. Rella, Alternat o W
rs. Olga L. Rella, Alternate S 2 %
N
Absent: Mr. Keith A. Swanhall Jr.

Also Present: Dr. JeanAnn C. Paddyfote, Interim Superintendent of Schools
Ms. Holly Hollander, Assistant Superintendent

Mr. Nick Manciero, NMHS Math Department Chair

Ms. Gavi Ziu-Pires, K-8 Math Coordinator

1. Call to Order Call to Order

The meeting of the New Milford Board of Education
Committee on Learning was called to order at 7:30
p.m. by Mrs. McInerey. Mrs. Rella was seated in the
absence of Mr. Swanhall.

2. Public Comment Public Comment

e There was none.

3. Discussion and Possible Action Discussion and Possible Action
A. | New Course Proposals A. New Course Proposals
1. Grade 6 Accelerated Math 1. Grade 6 Accelerated Math
2. Grade 7 Accelerated Math 2. Grade 7 Accelerated Math
3. Statistics Honors 3. Statistics Honors

e Ms. Hollander said the newly developed
accelerated math courses for grades 6 and 7
will focus on allowing students to move at a
faster pace while ensuring they do not miss any
pieces. They want students to be challenged but
at the same time receive the full range of
content and skills development. They will use a
screener to determine current 6th graders who
might take the accelerated grade 7 course next
year. There is no cost except curriculum
development and a small online piece which
can be absorbed within the math budget.
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e Mrs. Mclnemney asked for confirmation that
staff training will be done through in-house
professional development.

e Ms. Hollander said yes and that they can bring
in additional resources if needed.

e Mrs. Rella asked if Mr. Manciero will be
writing the Honors Statistics curriculum.

& Mr. Mancicro said he would, in conjunction
with the CP and AP Statistics teachers.

e Mrs. Mclnerney said she appreciated the
historical background included in the Honors
Statistics proposal and agrees that it will fill a
need and provide a clear pathway for students.

e Ms. Hollander said it will be important to
communicate the changes to families before
next year’s course selections.

e Mrs. McInemey said she hopes Geometry will
remain an option at the middle school since it
provides a higher accelerated pathway for
students who wish to pursue math.

Mrs. Rella moved to bring the new course proposals to
the full Board for approval, seconded by Mrs. Sarich,
and passed unanimously.

B. | Review and Approval of Curriculum
1. Grade 6 Math

e Ms. Hollander said this is a revision and the
beginning of coherence 6-8.

® Ms. Ziu-Pircs said the biggest thing in this
revision ts ensuring a bridge to prior
knowledge from grade 5. It is student focused,
allowing for discussion.

Mrs. Rella moved to bring the Grade 6 Math
curriculum to the full Board for approval, seconded by
Mr. McCauley, and passed unanimously.

Motion made and passed
unanimously to bring the new
course proposals to the full Board
for approval.

B. Review and Approval of
Curriculum
1. Grade 6 Math

Motion made and passed
unanimously to bring the Grade 6
Math curriculum to the full Board
for approval.

4., Items for Information and Discussion

A. | K-5 Mathematics Program 2023-24

Items for Information and
Discussion

A. K-5 Mathematics Program
2023-24
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Ms. Hollander said this process has been
ongoing since last January as the district does
its due diligence in looking at our needs and
vision. Several programs have been evaluated
using rigorous criteria. Under the current
resource, Investigations, there is a lack of
growth and need for improvement.

Ms. Hollander said we are looking to
restructure and choose a program that provides
courses for depth, data for instruction and
comprehensive program resources.

A Theory of Action was developed and teacher
input solicited. Teachers want a program that
works for diverse learners, has print and digital
resources and a comprehensive platform with
enrichment activities and cross-curricular
activities.

Ms. Ziu-Pires said it was also important to
provide resources and tools for families to use
at home.

Ms. Hollander said they used a rubric tool to
review the different programs. The program
chosen, iReady Classroom Mathematics, meets
32 out of 32 criteria. An Action Plan is in
place. We are at the Pre-Rollout stage now,
planning for implementation which should be
complete in Fall of 2023. Teachers will have
their materials before leaving for the summer.
Ms. Hollander said the cost analysis will show
a wash at budget time, though alignment will
be different. She can speak to that then.

5. Public Comment

There was none.

Public Comment

6. Adjourn

Mrs. Rella moved to adjourn the meeting at
8:15 p.m., seconded by Mrs. Sarich, and passed
unanimously.

Adjourn

Motion made and passed
unanimously to adjourn the
meeting at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Tammy Mclnermey, Chairperson
Committee on Learning
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